BYLAWS 

TRIANGLE FERRET LOVERS

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of the corporation is: Triangle Ferret Lovers.

ARTICLE II

OBJECT

The purpose of Triangle Ferret Lovers is to promote the welfare of the domesticated ferret, the prevention of cruelty of ferrets by providing shelter, food, water and medical attention, by providing information and education to the public and current ferret owners, and to promote the ferret as a companion animal.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

The membership of this Corporation shall consist of three types of members.

Section I.
Regular membership is open to the general public. Regular members will have full voting rights and access to all information and activities offered by the Corporation. Regular membership is further broken down into two categories: single or family regular membership. The difference between these two categories are that single membership is allowed one vote while family membership is allowed one vote per person in the household 18 or older.
Section II.
Associate membership is for young adults under the age of 18. They do not have voting rights, but are allowed full access to all information and participation in activities. All associate members participating in official Triangle Ferret Lovers activities other than monthly, annual or emergency meetings must be accompanied by a parent or guardian or have a properly signed waiver from their parent or guardian. This requirement does not include events open to the public.

Section III.
Business membership is for any business. The business is allowed one vote and are allowed full access to all information and participation in activities.

Section IV II.
Annual Dues shall be established each year at the annual meeting and shall be payable on April 1 of annually each year. Those members whose dues are not paid by May 1 one month thereafter shall be considered in arrears and will be notified by an officer or board member. Those members whose dues are in arrears shall have their voting rights suspended until in good standing, and may have their membership suspended. Since certain members may perform extensive services for the Corporation, the highest ranking officer or the board may grant a dues waiver for certain individuals.

Section VIII.
Active members shall have the following rights and privileges:

1. To receive and maintain a membership card.

2. To participate in all activities and functions.

3. To provide one (1) vote per membership on issues presented by the Board and/or Executive Committee.

4. To nominate and provide one (1) vote per membership at the election of Officers, in person or by mail or online balloting, but in no cases by proxy vote.

5. Provide recommendations and commentary to the Board and/or Executive Committee.

Section VI.
Any member who desires to resign shall notify the highest ranking officer or a Board member, who will promptly remove the member’s name from the organization’s roll. No member shall be entitled to a refund.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

Section I.
The officers of the corporation shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and General Counsel. The officers of the Corporation shall be elected by the members in good standing. The term of the officers shall begin at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected. These officers shall perform the duties prescribed by the parliamentary authority adopted by the Corporation.

Section II.
The term of the officers shall be for one year or until their successors are elected. The term of office for all officers shall begin at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected. In the case of an officer which must resign before their term is completed, the general membership may appoint an interim officer for the remainder of the term. In cases of emergency, the board may appoint a replacement until the next monthly meeting or an emergency meeting at which time the general membership may appoint the interim officer.

Section III.
Duties of the president shall be, but not limited to, the overall running of the organization subject to the rules and regulation of the Board, the Articles of Incorporation and bylaws. The President has the authority to assume the powers and responsibilities of any officer that has resigned, died or become incapacitated, or if the officer is absent and has assented to the President executing their powers and responsibilities. The President also has the authority to delegate any powers or responsibilities consistent with this Section. Assumption of power is subject to Section II of this Article.


In the absence of the president or in the event of his death, inability or refusal to act, the vice-president shall perform the duties of the president, and when so acting, shall have all the powers of and be subject to all of the restrictions upon the president. The vice-president shall perform such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the president or the Board of Trustees.


Duties of the Secretary shall be to maintain all membership lists, take minutes and organize all votes. The secretary is also responsible for maintaining a file of all official Corporation literature given to he general public.


Duties of the Treasurer shall be to maintain a record of all income and expenditures, compile an annual report for the Board of Trustees and general membership, prepare all necessary local, state and federal tax forms, and collect dues.


Duties of the General Counsel shall be to render legal advice to the corporation, and the General Counsel must be a member in good standing of the State Bar in which the Corporation has its registered office.


These duties re general and re not meant to be the only description of administering tasks. The Board of Trustees has the absolute authority to assign tasks as required.

ARTICLE V

MEETINGS

Section I.
The Corporation shall be regular meetings on a monthly basis as prescribed by the Board of Trustees.

Section II.
The annual meeting will be held as determined by the Board of Trustees during the month of January, for the purpose of electing officers, receiving reports of officers and for such business as may come before the Corporation.

Section III.
Special meetings may be called by the Board of Trustees or upon written request from a quorum. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call. Except in the case of an emergency, all members shall b given five day’s notice.

Section IV.
Twenty percent of the active membership shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES

Section I.
Such other committees, standing or ad hoc, shall be appointed by the Board of Trustees and shall from time to time deem to carry on its affairs. The President shall be an ex officio member of all committees, unless so requested by the Board.

ARTICLE VII

FINANCES

Section I.
The fiscal year of the corporation shall be from January 1 to December 31.

Section II.
The Corporation shall establish a general fund, into which all money belonging to the Corporation shall be deposited. The fund shall be established and maintained according to approved accounting practices.

Section III.
The financial records of the corporation shall be audited by the Board each year and every five years by a certified accounting firm.

Section IV.
No part of the earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributed to its members, trustees, directors, or other private persons, except that the Corporation shall be empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of Section 501(c)(3) purposes. The organization may not publish or distribute statements on certain issues and is prohibited from influencing or participating in political campaigns on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.


Notwithstanding any other provisions of these activities, the Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a Corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRC (or corresponding section of any future federal tax code) or (b) by a Corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 172(c)(2) of the IRC (or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.)

Section V.
Upon dissolution of this Corporation, the assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the IRC, i.e. charitable, educational, religious, or scientific, or corresponding section of any future tax code, or shall be distributed to the Federal government, or to a state or local government for a public purpose. All monies and assets will then be donated to a charitable cause (non-profit) which directly relates back to the original purpose of the organization of this Corporation.

ARTICLE VIII

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY


The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the Corporation in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the bylaws and any special rules or order the Corporation may adopt.

ARTICLE IX

AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS


The bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of the corporation by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting, provided that the proposed amendment has been proposed in writing at the previous regular meeting.


These bylaws were voted upon on August 1, 1996 and approved by a unanimous vote. These bylaws are effective immediately.
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